
In a follow-up to her January program on Visual Mass, 
President Mia Lisa Anderson will present “Compositional 
Post-Processing” at the March 8, 2016 meeting of The Grand 
Canyon Photography Club. The meeting will begin at 7 
p.m. at the Gmeiner Art and Cultural Center in Wellsboro, 
PA.

“At the beginning of the year we discussed what Visual 
Mass is and how it can improve your photographic 
compositions,” explained Mia. “Now we will look at ways 
we can draw the viewers’ eye to specific area of our images 
by techniques used in the digital darkroom.”

While Mia will be using 
Photoshop for her 
demonstrations, the 
techniques of cropping, 
dodging, burning, 
sharpening, blurring, 
and changing hue and 
saturation should be 
achievable in most any 
photo editing software.

Mia considers herself 
an advanced amateur 
photographer and loves 
capturing images of her 
hometown (Wellsboro) 
and the surrounding 
area. She also enjoys 
still life photography and has recently begun learning the 
art of food photography. Mia has presented numerous 
times for GCPC on a variety of topics. She also designs 
and maintains the club web site (www.gcphotoclub.
org).  To see more of her work, visit her web site at www.
throughthelenswellsboro.com

Compositional Post-Processing
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Using the Digital Darkroom to Draw the Viewer’s Eye 
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President’s Message
In this digital age of 
photography, post processing 
has become, for many people, 
an important part of making 
a photograph. The term 
refers to enhancing an image 
digitally after the camera has 
captured it. While such an 
approach is not for everyone, 
I enjoy “developing” my digital 
“negative.”  Doing so puts me— 
the photographer—in control. 

I remember sending in rolls 
of film to be developed and 
being disappointed with the 
prints. At a lab, someone else 
was deciding how to process 
my images. And today, if I set my digital camera to output a jpeg and 
call it good, the camera is in control. I prefer being in charge of my own 
digital darkroom.

Of course as photographers our goal is to capture the best possible 
image in the camera, but sometimes the camera doesn’t interpret our 
intent properly—we wanted a silhouette but the camera brightened our 
figure. Or sometimes, try as we might, we can’t get the photo we want 
at the time of capture.  Something prohibited us from getting the angle 
we wanted. We didn’t see the tourist walk into the left of the frame. That 
sunset really had more magenta in it. And if the foreground were a little 
lighter, and the sky a little darker, the photo could be so much more 
dramatic and we could draw the viewer’s eye… 

Post processing allows us not only to capture the image we saw with our 
eyes, but sometimes, to create the image we saw in our mind’s eye.

We look forward to discussing the many possibilities for enhancing our 
digital photographs and drawing the viewer’s eye when we meet in 
March. Bring your ideas and creativity as we challenge ourselves and 
each other to take our photography to the next level.

Learn, practice, and most of all, have fun.

The camera is an 
instrument that teaches 

people how to see without a 
camera.

~Dorothea Lange
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Minutes for February 8, 2016
Thirty members and guests attended the February 9, 2016 
meeting. Our second measurable snowfall was occurring before 
the meeting. The roads were quite clear when the meeting 
adjourned.

President Mia Lisa Anderson opened the meeting shortly after 
7 o’clock. Suzan Richar made a motion to accept the minutes 
from the last meeting, seconded by Carol Crew. Gary Thompson 
gave the treasurer’s report: We have a standing balance of 
$1723.68. During the course of the meeting it was mentioned 
that we should purchase a replacement digital projector. Our 
current projector does a poor job portraying colors. The colors 
which are so vibrant on the computer look washed out on the 
movie screen. 

We were treated to a slide show which captured many of 
locations of the Holy Lands. Greg & Sharon Lewis, who opened 
their photography studio in 1994 in Vestal, NY, traveled to Israel 
with their cameras. They started near the Sea of Galilee, visited an 
archaeology dig at Tel Hazor (20 some layers of cities!), stood on 
Golan Heights (where 150 Israel tanks defeated 1,400 invading 
Syrians tanks), captured images of Jerusalem and Bethlehem, 
swam in the Jordan River and floated in the Dead Sea after 
seeing where the Dead Sea scrolls were found. They captured 

many charming images of some of their other adventures, 
including the Hezekiah Tunnel and the Syrian Gate.

The Board of Directors had a short meeting during snack 
time. There were valentine sweets provided by Paul Bozzo 
and beverages by Wolfram Jobst. Mia expressed that she felt 
the need for us to meet face to face throughout the year.  We 
members concurred. We discussed and decided that meeting 
before the regular meetings made the best sense.

Gary led the critique. There were 20 submissions which again 
demonstrated a high level of achievement. We were asked 
to keep in mind what we learned about “visual mass” at the 
previous meeting. We were to consider “light and dark” while 
composing our images. Judith’s image of her white dog on 
a snowy background was quite effective with the eye and 
dark nose popping on the sea of white.  Sharon’s “The White 
Horses” at night with a spotlight on them was impressive. Gary 
expressed his admiration of Mia’s dessert (She claimed she did 
not eat it after capturing it!).

Respectfully submitted, 
Paul Bozzo  

©Bob Stoffregen

  
  

Beginning Balance $1723.68

Cash IN (2016 dues) 315.00

Cash OUT (Guest Speakers) 100.00

Ending Balance $1723.68
 
     Respectfully Submitted, 

Gary Thompson, Treasurer

Treasurer’s Report for February 2016

 
This image was taken at the Horse World Expo at the 
Farm Show Complex in Harrisburg, February 2013.
Shooting info:   1/200 sec at 5.6, ISO 4000 at 54 mm.  
No flash.  What drew me to take the picture was the 
way the horses seemed to flow and glow under the 
spotlight.  The dance of the woman and the horses was 
almost like a foamy water flow. I chose black and white 
for the image to really focus on the movement and not 
the slight variations of color between the horses and 
the trainer.  Post processing was just conversion to 
B&W, remove some other lights in the background 
and a bump of the contrast.

A Note About the Cover Photo 
“The White Horses” by Sharon Connolly
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Of all the accessories in your camera bag, the 
polarizing filter is probably the most diverse in terms 
of usefulness.  There are lots of different kinds of these 
filters and the prices are all over the map.  For instance, 
if you are looking for a 58mm circular polarizing filter, 
the prices range from $7.00 to over $200.  If you are 
going to purchase one, don’t buy cheap.  Most of 
the mid- range filters are good, and buying a name 
brand is wise.  One way to save money if you own 
more than one lens is to purchase a filter that will fit 
the largest lens and then get step-down rings so that 
you can use that one filter on the other lenses.  This 
allows you to purchase one better quality filter.

A circular polarizing filter is the way to go.  These filters 
spin so you can change the amount of polarization.  
As you spin the filter, you can see the effect that it will 
give, permitting you to make the best choice of the 
result that you want.  Now for the reasons that you 
want one of the wonderful filters.

Skies:  You 
all have 
undoubtedly 
heard people 
talk about 
using this 
filter to make 
skies bluer and 
clouds more 
d i s t i n c t i v e .  
Yes, this is 
one of the 
main uses 
of the filter.  
However, the 
amount of 
polarization 
depends on 
the angle 
from the light 
source; in this case, the sun.  The filter gives the best 
results at an angle that is 45° from the sun.  It will 

work at other angles, but 45° is the ideal angle.  If you 
are not sure of the angle, simple look through the 
camera and spin the filter.  If you are not seeing any 
difference as you spin it, then the angle is wrong.

Water:  The polarizing filter is also wonderful for 
removing the glare from glossy surfaces.  First I will 
discuss water.  Whenever I am taking a photograph 
of waterfalls or streams, I always use my polarizing 
filter; even if the conditions are overcast. It is amazing 
how much glare will 
be on the surface of 
the water when the 
sun is not shining.  
Sometimes it is hard 
to tell when you are 
getting the correct 
setting.  At these 
times, what I look 
for is a darkening of 
the water surface.  
Many times, you will 
be able to see right 
through the water to 
what lies beneath, as 
in the lake photo.

Polarizing Filters – The Good

Ann Kamzelski presents 
tips, techniques, and 

creative ideas for getting 
great photos. 

Ann-ecdotes

(Continued on page 5)

With polarizationWithout polarization
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Leaves:  If you are photographing leaves, this filter is 
great for eliminating the shine from them too. This is 
obvious if the leaves are wet, but dry leaves also have 
a smooth surface that can cause shine or reflections.  

Glass and 
Metal:  Other 
shiny surfaces 
that may require 
a polarizing filter 
to obtain the 
image that you 
desire are glass 
and metal.  On a 
sunny day if you 
taking shots of a buildings or an antique car, a polarizer 
can give you vastly different effects.  If there are bright 
highlights on the car’s metal surface, you can reduce 
or eliminate them with the filter.  In the case of glass 

windows, you 
either see the 
reflection or 
not depending 
on how you 
turn the 
polarizer. Of 
course, like 
water, there 
will be some 
glare even on overcast days, so don’t put the filter 
away just because it is cloudy.  Whether you use the 
effects of the polarizing filter or not if up to you, it 
is just another tool to take your photography to 
another level.

Next month I will talk about the “bad” qualities of the 
polarizing filter.

Visit Ann’s website at http://photoartbyann.com
Text and images by Ann Kamzelski

©Lonny Frost

http://photoartbyann.com
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   (Continued on Page 7)

©Mia Lisa Anderson

January Critique:  Dark/Light or Light/Dark

©Bill Giddings

©Dwaine Gipe

      ©Bruce Dart

©Bob Bair
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   (Continued on Page 8)

©Carla Amarosa

©Judith Giddings

©Jan Keck
      ©Ann Kamzelski

      ©Gary Thompson

      ©Diane Cobourn
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   (Continued on Page 9)

©Jerry Crawford

©Max Johnson

©Paul Bozzo

©Suzan Richar

©Nancy Bickham

©Paul Jensen
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GCPC  2016 Calendar of Events
Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month 

at the Gmeiner Art & Cultural Center unless otherwise noted.

 
Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, Central 
Avenue, Wellsboro: March, Suzan Richar & Max 
Johnson; April, Bernadette Chiaramonte-Brown; 
May, open; June, Nancy Bickham; July, Ann 
Kamzelski & Jan Keck.

The Warehouse Theatre:  Various members.  
FIRST QUARTER: COMPOSITION

March 8 - Mia Anderson, Compositional Post 
Processing; Critique Leader, Gary Thompson, 
Theme, Compositional Guides (pick one): Framing, 
Balance, Repetition/Patterns.
SECOND QUARTER: EXPOSURE 
April 12  - Bruce Dart, Exposure Basics. Critique 
Leader, Gary Thompson, Theme, Picture Perfect 
Exposure.
May 10  - Hands-on workshop, Exposure Situations, 
Everyone brings camera; no critique.

 
June 14   - Workshop at Ann Kamzelski’s, no 
critique.
THIRD QUARTER: LIGHT

July 12  - Gary Thompson, Introduction to 
Lighting, Types of Light.
August 9 - Bruce Dart, Flash Photography; Theme,  
Types of light (choose one): Backlighting, Side, 
Front.
September 13- Light Painting; Theme, Light As the 
Subject.
FOURTH QUARTER: SHUTTER SPEED

October 11- Shutter speed- What is it and what 
does it do?
November 8 - Ken Meyer: Winter Photography ; 
Critique Theme, The Year in Review (make the best 
photo you can). 
December 13 -Holiday party; Member slideshow.

Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos at 
the Native Bagel or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery. 

Mystery Macro
How observant are you?

No one guessed this 
mystery.  It is part of a 
glass pitcher (Several 

folks recognized that it 
was glass.)

     ©Bruce Dart
     ©Jan Keck

What is this?  
Send your guess to 

wgiddings@epix.net

mailto:bdphoto@ptd.net 
mailto:wgiddings@epix.net
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2016 Club Dues  
Are Now Being Accepted

Please bring your cash or check (payable to 
GCPC) to the March meeting or send your 

dues to the GCPC treasurer:

Gary Thompson 
285 Owen Hollow Road 

Big Flats, NY 14814

Individual: $20.00  
     Family: $35.00

©Wolfram Jobst

Check Out These Websites 

‘See Better Shoot Better”: Seeing the World 
Differently as a Photographer:  A 2--minute 
lecture given by photojournalist Michael Goulding 
http://petapixel.com/2015/11/25/see-better-
shoot-better-seeing-the-world-differently-as-a-
photographer/

How Many of These Seven Iconic Photographers 
Do You Know About?:  A brief look at seven 
iconic photographers whose names will forever 
be etched on the photographc wall of fame: David 
Bailey, Dorothea Lange, Henri Cartier-Bresson, Don 
McCullin, Ansel Adams, Stever McCurry, and Harold 
Edgerton. http://www.lightstalking.com/seven-
iconic-photographers/

Filters That Add a Dash of Dazzle to Smartphone 
Photos: (Thanks to Maggie Holmes for this 
contribution) From the NY Times, free and low cost 
smartphone apps that you can download to add 
special effects to photographs. http://www.nytimes.
com/2016/02/11/technology/personaltech/filters-
that-add-a-dash-of-dazzle-to-smartphone-photos.
html?emc=edit_ct_20160211&nl=personaltech&nl
id=54880964&_r=0

March 8  Meeting At a Glance

Program: Mia Lisa Anderson,  
Post Processing 

Critique Leader, Gary Thompson,  
Theme, Compositional Guides 

 
Snacks and Beverages: 
The Williamsport Gang

http://petapixel.com/2015/11/25/see-better-shoot-better-seeing-the-world-differently-as-a-photographer/
http://petapixel.com/2015/11/25/see-better-shoot-better-seeing-the-world-differently-as-a-photographer/
http://petapixel.com/2015/11/25/see-better-shoot-better-seeing-the-world-differently-as-a-photographer/
http://www.lightstalking.com/seven-iconic-photographers/ 
http://www.lightstalking.com/seven-iconic-photographers/ 
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/11/technology/personaltech/filters-that-add-a-dash-of-dazzle-to-smartphone-photos.html?emc=edit_ct_20160211&nl=personaltech&nlid=54880964&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/11/technology/personaltech/filters-that-add-a-dash-of-dazzle-to-smartphone-photos.html?emc=edit_ct_20160211&nl=personaltech&nlid=54880964&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/11/technology/personaltech/filters-that-add-a-dash-of-dazzle-to-smartphone-photos.html?emc=edit_ct_20160211&nl=personaltech&nlid=54880964&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/11/technology/personaltech/filters-that-add-a-dash-of-dazzle-to-smartphone-photos.html?emc=edit_ct_20160211&nl=personaltech&nlid=54880964&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/11/technology/personaltech/filters-that-add-a-dash-of-dazzle-to-smartphone-photos.html?emc=edit_ct_20160211&nl=personaltech&nlid=54880964&_r=0

